Conservation Commission — Town of Spencer

Minutes

Conservation Commission Meeting
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 7:00 PM
Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall

The Meeting was opened at 7 p.m.

Commissioners Present: Mary McLaughlin, Dana Reed, Margaret Emerson, Warren
Snow, James Bouley, Eric Peterson

Staff present: Margaret Washburn

Minutes Approved: January 14, 2015 — A motion to approve the minutes as
amended (Emerson/Bouley) passed 6/0.
January 28, 2015 — A motion to approve the minutes as
amended (Emerson/Reed) passed 6/0.

Signed: Woodbine Terrace. Re-sign Amended Order of Conditions

7:15 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Doug
Cutler

Property: 10 Sherman Grove, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0819

The hearing has been continued to March 11, 2015.

7:16 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Doug
Cutler

Property: 12 Sherman Grove, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0820

The hearing has been continued to March 11, 2015.

7:17 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Robert
Moschini

Property: 144 Mechanic Street, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0843

The hearing has been continued to April 22, 2015.

7:19 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Town of Spencer,
Utilities & Facilities

Property: 3 Lakeview Drive, Sugden Dam, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0849

The hearing has been continued to April 8, 2015.
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7:21 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Town of Spencer,
Utilities & Facilities

Property: 17 South Spencer Road, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0850

The hearing has been continued to April 8, 2015.

Other Business:

Bixby Trail Estates: Rob McNeil, from McNeil Engineering, said South Middlesex
Non-Profit Housing Corp. (SMOC) is the new owner of the property. Mr. McNeil said he
drew up the original plan. The changes to the plan were based on architectural requests,
sewer infiltration and inflow. One section of the sewer will be completely reconstructed.
Mr. William Shemeth requested that Rob McNeil submit an extra set of plans to him for
the Parks and Recreation Commission files.

Mr. McNeil said the building footprints have been changed. Impervious surfaces are
slightly reduced. The sidewalk has been moved to the other side of the road. The signage
for the trail will state “no motorized vehicles”. They are looking into a kiosk sign for the
trail. Mr. McNeil said there is no tree cutting of any sort needed for the connection of the
Depot Trail. Boulders will be positioned so that people can walk through at the
connection where this trail meets Depot Trail. Mr. McNeil said the boulders are not
shown on the plan. Ms. Washburn asked about the size and spacing of the boulders. Mr.
McNeil said that will be worked out between the Parks and Recreation Commission and
the Fire Chief; it is not under Conservation Commission jurisdiction. The size of the sign
will also be worked out between SMOC, Parks and Recreation and the Fire Chief.

Mr. McNeil explained the sewer changes on the plan along Bixby Road. Most of the
changes are within the existing paved surfaces. Mr. Krevosky explained the exemption as
of October, 2014 regarding sewer line work in paved areas. Ms. Washburn recommended
filing an RDA for sewer work on town land in the buffer zone, where it is not already
paved, by the end of March.

Ms. Washburn asked how the side slopes of the basin will be stabilized. Mr. McNeil said
it will be stabilized with loam and seed. Ms. Washburn asked if the land has been logged
yet. Mr. McNeil said no. The Commission said the tree work can proceed, but no stump
pulling can take place until the SWPPP has been submitted to the Commission.

Mr. Shemeth requested that the Parks and Recreation Commission be notified of any
further updates with the project.

The Commission’s voice vote is as follows: Under a project change with no increase in
wetlands impacts, the project change is insignificant. The plan dated 2/4/15 will
supersede the plan dated 9/28/07. The voice vote was contingent upon SMOC filing an
RDA for the sewer work by March 31, 2015.

A motion to accept the revised plan along with an RDA (Snow/Reed) passed 6/0.
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Mr. Krevosky requested a letter regarding the voice vote. Ms. Washburn will get a letter
to him.

Parks & Recreation: Mr. Shemeth requested that he be notified whenever a project
impacts the Parks and Recreation jurisdiction land.

Mr. Shemeth said that on March 3" the capital request for the rail trail improvements will
be submitted. He said that prevailing wage may cause some work from Phase 1 to roll
over into Phase 2. Dick O’Brien needs to be paid to prepare the grant. There will be
advertising costs, etc. Parks and Recreation is requesting $25,000 in cash. Mr. Shemeth
is requesting the Conservation Commission to submit a letter of support for the requested
funding. A motion to send a letter of support (Reed/Bouley) passed 6/0. Ms. Washburn
will prepare and email the letter to Mr. Shemeth after it has been signed.

Mr. Shemeth said the Conservation Commission did a site visit in January and he asked if
there is anything not in the grant scope of service that needs to be added. Ms.
McLaughlin mentioned that there is an eroded area that needs attention, due to dirt bikes,
near the TN gas line which is right up to the trail. Ms. McLaughlin also said she would
like the fence repair around South Spencer Road trailhead to be part of Phase 2. The
Commission concurred.

A motion that on the January 3, 2015 site inspection, the Conservation Commission
assessed the conditions of the trail and in their opinion the scope of work has not
significantly changed (Reed/Emerson) passed 6/0.

Mr. Shemeth said the next step involves invitations to bid. He said that prior contractors
that submitted their bids cannot update their estimates. In the invitations to bid, they need
to specify the basic package of work and alternates one by one. Mr. Shemeth wants a
recommendation of what items can be listed as alternates. The Commission reviewed the
project narrative.

A motion for the basic package to include items 1 & 2 (Peterson/Reed) passed 6/0.
A motion for the alternates will be items 3, 4, 5, & 6 (Emerson/Peterson) passed 6/0.

Ms. Washburn will send a letter to the Parks and Recreation Commission stating that the
Conservation Commission voted on 2/25/15 in regards to the upcoming Request for
Proposal (RFP), the basic package and the alternates.

Ms. Washburn asked who reviews the bids. Mr. Shemeth said there is one meeting to
open the bids and there will be multiple reviews of the RFP by Steve Tyler. Adam
Gaudette will get a final look at the RFP.

91 Meadow Road: Ms. Washburn said that on January 26, 2015 and on February 3,
2015, she contacted the Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) regarding the complaint
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about Donald O’Clair running an automotive repair business without a business
certificate. One month after her first request, there has been no response from the ZEO.

New Applications:  RDA, ROW at CSX, CSX Transportation

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. (Snow/Emerson) passed 6/0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk
Development & Inspectional Services

Documents reviewed at the 2/25/15 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting:

Agenda for the 2/25/15 meeting

Margaret’s report dated 2/25/15

Minutes from the 1/14/15 and 1/28/15 CC meetings

Continuation form for 10 & 12 Sherman Grove (signed)

Continuation form for 144 Mechanic Street (signed)

Continuation form for 3 Lakeview Drive (signed)

Continuation form for 17 South Spencer Road (signed)

Site plan for Bixby Trail Estates dated 2/4/15, prepared by McNeil Engineering LLC
Letter dated 2/25/15 from EBT Environmental Consultants, Inc. re: Bixby Trail Estates
Letter dated 2/5/15 from EBT Environmental Consultants, Inc. re: requested voice vote
for Bixby Trail Estates

Letter dated 7/17/13 from Michelle Buck re: Spencer Planning Board approved minor
changes for Bixby Trail Estates

Printed copy of e-mail from Bill Shemeth requesting a review of Phase 1 of Depot Trail
grant funding

Project narrative prepared by Dick O’Brien for the DCR Grant for the Depot Trail
Restoration Project

Capital Project Request Form A, prepared by the Spencer Parks and Recreation
Commission for Phase 2 of Rail Trail Restoration Work
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