
Conservation Commission – Town of Spencer 
 

                   Minutes    
 

 Conservation Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7:00 PM 

Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall 
 

               
 
The Meeting was opened at 7 p.m. 

 
Commissioners Present:   Mary McLaughlin, Dana Reed, Margaret Emerson, James 
Bouley, Eric Peterson 
 
Commissioners Absent:   Warren Snow 
 
Staff present:  Margaret Washburn  
 
Minutes Approved: November 12, 2014 – A motion to approve as amended 

(Emerson/Bouley) passed 5/0. 
 December 10, 2014 – Table to January 28, 2015  
 
Signed: 73 Wilson Avenue, Order of Conditions 
  460 Main Street, Determination 
  9 West Avenue, Order of Conditions 
  Wilson Avenue, Order of Conditions 
  78 Donnelly Road, Order of Conditions 
  68 Chickering Road, Order of Conditions 
  0 Woodbine Terrace, Amended Order of Conditions (re-sign) 
  Browning Pond Road, Order of Conditions     
  
7:15 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Doug 
Cutler   
Property:  10 Sherman Grove, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0819   
The hearing has been continued to February 11, 2015. 
 
7:15 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Doug 
Cutler   
Property:  12 Sherman Grove, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0820   
The hearing has been continued to February 11, 2015. 
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7:16 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Robert 
Moschini   
Property:  144 Mechanic Street, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0843   
The hearing has been continued to February 25, 2015. 
 
7:17 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation for Christopher Heffernan   
Property:  74 Donnelly Road, Spencer, MA   
Ms. Washburn said that WF29 is still not shown on the plan.  She suggested that the 
Commission approve the plan with a condition that a revised plan be submitted showing 
WF29.  Ms. Washburn said a revised plan with a revision date after 1/5/15 but before 
1/14/15 and showing the location of WF29 must be submitted.   
 
A motion to close the public hearing (Bouley/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
A motion to accept plan as submitted with the condition as discussed (Reed/Emerson) 
passed 5/0. 
 
7:30 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Meeting for Request for Determination 
of Applicability for Michel Cutler   
Property:  171 Paxton Road, Spencer, MA    
Mr. Cutler wrote on the sketch that the sediment controls consist of silt fence and double-
staked hay bales.   
 
A motion to close the public meeting (Peterson/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
A motion for a Negative Determination with a condition to call for an inspection of the 
sediment controls (Peterson/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
 
7:37 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Mohegan Council, Inc.   
Property:  Browning Pond Road, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0848    
Scott Morrison, from EcoTec, described the cabin removal sequencing plan.  Mr. 
Morrison said there will not be a steep drop-off where the building is removed.  There 
will be a slope with mulch.  The “cabin” is a safety hazard.   
 
Ms. Ginny Scarlet commented that someone should monitor for invasives after the work 
is completed.   
 
Ms. McLaughlin said the following should be in the Order of Conditions:  Monitoring 
reports for invasive species shall be submitted at the end of the growing season for two 
years following the completion of work. 
 
A motion to close the public hearing (Emerson/Bouley) passed 5/0. 
A motion to accept plan as submitted with the condition as stated (Emerson/Bouley) 
passed 5/0. 
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7:40 p.m. Opened the Public Meeting for Request for Determination of Applicability 
for Town of Spencer Parks and Recreation   
Property:  South Spencer Road-Depot Trail, Spencer, MA     
Mr. William Shemeth said this project is to fix the drainage problems along the Depot 
Trail.  The Commission walked the trail along with Malcolm Speicher and Mark Lammi.  
They noticed the drainage issues between the pond and O’Gara Park.  Ms. McLaughlin 
said there were ruts and sheets of ice.  Mr. Speicher said the rocks that Carter Terrenzini 
had installed should never have been installed.  Mr. Speicher said there is a community 
dumping ground in the wetland at the end of Bixby Road.  He also said the wetland is 
wetter now than before.  Mr. Speicher volunteered to put up cameras on the town land to 
see who is dumping there.   
 
Ms. Washburn said she will seek three estimates for the fence repair.  She will ask 
Mohegan Council and see if the Scout Eagles are looking for a project.  
 
Mr. Speicher asked Mr. Shemeth when the work is going to start on the trail.  Mr. 
Shemeth said that Lynn Poretti, from the accounting office, has to submit the financial 
forms to Amanda Lewis at DCR.  After Amanda receives the forms, it could take at least 
a month to get the money. 
 
Mr. Peterson said there is an erosion problem caused by dirt bikes near the gas line in the 
area behind O’Gara Park.  He said the area needs to be stabilized.       
 
A motion to close the public meeting (Peterson/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
A motion for a Negative Determination (Reed/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
 
Other Business: 
 
44 Buteau Road:  Ms. Washburn said that Mr. Kuchinski failed to meet the deadline to 
remediate filled wetlands.  He also failed to submit the required monitoring report by the 
end of the 2014 growing season.  Jason Dubois submitted a report at the end of 2014.  
Ms. Washburn said she issued an Enforcement Order allowing Mr. Kuchinski until June, 
2015 to complete the remediation work.  A motion to ratify the Enforcement Order 
(Peterson/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
 
4 Wilson Street:  Dean Chaffee is requesting two three-year Extensions to his Orders of 
Conditions.  The original Orders of Conditions were issued March 23, 2006.  They were 
last extended until January 25, 2015.  Ms. Washburn said she spoke with Judy Schmitz, 
DEP Circuit Rider, and her suggestion was not to issue further extensions for these old 
Orders of Conditions.  Ms. Schmitz told Ms. Washburn that the stream crossings would 
have to have major redesigns in order to comply with the new Stream Crossing Standards.  
A motion to deny the Extensions (Emerson/Bouley) passed 4/0.  Mr. Reed abstained.   
 
97 Meadow Road:  Ms. Washburn said she and Ms. Emerson inspected on December 8th.  
They noticed several trees had been cut down in the Riverfront Area and probably in the 
Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (Floodplain) on this site.  A great deal of woody 
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debris had been piled up.  Ms. Washburn issued a Notice of Violation on December 15th.  
The NOV directed the Sherrys to submit a Notice of Intent by January 7th and to attend 
tonight’s meeting.   
 
Ms. Washburn said the area where the trees were cut is in the Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Priority Habitat of Rare Species.  Mr. Sherry had 
called Ms. Washburn and explained that he and a friend cut down the pine trees because 
they were dropping branches and he felt they were unsafe.  He wanted to start hauling out 
the logs.  Ms. Washburn had told him NOT to haul out the logs until after he met with the 
Commission.  Mr. Sherry stated that he has no intention of disturbing any soil.   
 
Ms. Washburn said she spoke with former Commission member and Oxford 
Conservation Agent, Judy Lochner, on January 14th.  She had agreed that filing a NOI 
would have been required if Mr. Sherry had come to us for a permit before he did the 
work and that it is still necessary.  She agreed that the Commission alone cannot address 
the NHESP issues.  The NOI must be sent to the NHESP and they will dictate what time 
of the year the logs and other woody debris can be removed, or whether (and where) it 
may be allowed to remain in the mapped Priority Habitat. 
 
Ms. Washburn suggested an April 1st deadline to file the NOI, to be followed with an 
Enforcement Order and fines if this deadline is not met.  The Commission agreed.  
 
91 Meadow Road:    Ms. Ginny Scarlet spoke about an outstanding Enforcement Order 
on this property.  She said there are too many vehicles on the property and the building 
that was supposed to be removed has not been removed.  Malcolm Speicher said he was 
concerned because of the petroleum products being stored in the garage and he said the 
floor drain leads to the river.  Mr. Speicher said one of the previous building inspectors, 
Paul Blanchard, had Mr. O’Clair seal the floor drain.  The Commission will do a site visit 
on January 17th at 9 am.  
 
84 Cranberry Meadow Road:  Ms. Washburn said she received a request for a partial 
Certificate of Compliance.  She inspected on December 17th and found no conservation 
issues at that time.  A motion to issue a partial Certificate of Compliance (Reed/Peterson) 
passed 5/0. 
 
89 Smithville Road:  Ms. Washburn said she received a request for a Certificate of 
Compliance.   She inspected on December 22nd and found no conservation issues at that 
time.  A motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance (Bouley/Emerson) passed 5/0. 
 
Discussion of Chapter 61:  Ms. Ginny Scarlet said she will come in to the next meeting 
to discuss right of first refusal for MGL Chapter 61A & 61B. 
 
New Applications: None 

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 p.m. (Peterson/Bouley) passed 5/0.  
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Respectfully submitted by:        
 
 
_____________________    
Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk      
Development & Inspectional Services   
 
Documents reviewed at the 1/14/15 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting: 
 
Agenda for the 1/14/15 meeting 
Margaret’s report dated 1/14/15 
Minutes from the 11/12/14 CC meeting 
73 Wilson Avenue Order of Conditions (signed) 
460 Main Street Determination (signed) 
9 West Avenue Order of Conditions (signed) 
Wilson Avenue Order of Conditions (Robert Beaudin) (signed) 
78 Donnelly Road Order of Conditions (signed) 
68 Chickering Road Order of Conditions (signed) 
0 Woodbine Terrace Amended Order of Conditions (re-signed) 
Browning Pond Road Order of Conditions (signed) 
74 Donnelly Road ANRAD file  
Lycott Environmental Summary Report of Thompson Pond Herbiciding for 2014 
Agreement signed by Sara Petrozzi for 0 Woodbine Terrace 
12/31/14 Monitoring report for 44 Buteau Road prepared by Bertin Engineering 
MACC Annual Environmental Conference 2015 Announcement  
Memorandum from Steven Tyler re: Town Wood Chips and Fill Availability 
National Grid Transmission Line Refurbishment Fact Sheet 
12/20/14 Aquatic Control Technology 2014 Year-End Report for the Aquatic 
Management Program for Brooks Pond 
89 Smithville Road Request for CofC file, including CofC (signed) 
97 Meadow Road NOV file 
84 Cranberry Meadow Road Request for Partial CofC file, including Partial CofC 
(signed) 
Lot 4 Wilson Street NOI file 
South Spencer Road Depot Trail RDA file, including Negative Determination (signed) 
Browning Pond Road NOI file – Mohegan Council 
171 Paxton Road RDA file, including Negative Determination (signed) 
44 Buteau Road Enforcement Order (ratified)  


