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July 23, 2014 

Conservation Commission – Town of Spencer 
 

                   Minutes    
 

 Conservation Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, July 23, 2014 at 7:00 PM 

Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall 
 

               

 

The Meeting was opened at 7 p.m. 

 

Commissioners Present:   Mary McLaughlin, Warren Snow, Dana Reed, James Bouley, 

Margaret Emerson, Eric Peterson 

 

Commissioners Absent:   John Haverty 

 

Staff present:  Margaret Washburn  

 

Minutes Approved: July 9, 2014 – A motion to approve as amended 

(Emerson/Snow) passed 6/0.  

 

Signed: Clark Road, Order of Conditions 

  Jolicoeur Avenue right-of-way, Enforcement Order    

25 G.H. Wilson Road, Certificate of Compliance – Ms. Washburn 

inspected and had no issues.  A motion to issue the Certificate of 

Compliance (Snow/Peterson) passed 6/0.   

  

7:15 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for 

Brooks Pond Conservation Association   

Property:  Brooks Pond Road, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0829   

At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to August 13, 2014. 

 

7:17 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Paul Dansereau   

Property:  34 Point Eastalee Drive, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0830   

Mr. Donald Frydryk, from Sherman & Frydryk Surveying, presented the project.  They 

are proposing to repair the septic system.  The existing septic system failed Title 5 

inspection.  The deck and the stairs in the back will be improved and patio blocks will be 

installed.  Erosion controls will be installed around the perimeter of the property and a 

boom will be placed in the lake.  Mr. Frydryk said temporary stockpiling would be best 

on the west side of the septic repair.  All excavated materials will be taken off site unless 

it is used on site.  There will be no major grade changes.   

 

The proposed conditions are as follows: 

 Stockpiling must be on the west side. 
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 Call Margaret Washburn for inspection of the ESCs before work 

begins. 

 

A motion to close the public hearing (Snow/Bouley) passed 6/0. 

A motion to accept plan as submitted with conditions as discussed (Reed/Snow) passed 

6/0. 

 

7:27 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for John Stone   

Property:  20 Laurel Lane, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0831   
The project is to repair the septic system.  Richard Gobi presented the plan.  Mr. Gobi 

said the elevation is even on both sides of the brook.  The burning bushes must be cut.  

Mr. Gobi said the bank of the reservoir is a stone wall.  He said he shouldn’t have to flag 

the Bank of Sugden Reservoir since he didn’t have to flag the shore at the Zaliekas 

property or another neighboring site.    

 

Richard Chaffee is the contractor.  He said the Bank could be compressed by heavy 

equipment going over it.  Mr. Chaffee said a berm would be built with stone 1.5” or 

larger.  Ms. Washburn said one of the berms will be on someone else’s land.  Mrs. Stone 

presented a written letter, from her neighbor, granting permission to install the berm on 

the neighbor’s property.  Mr. Chaffee agreed to flag the bank of the brook.  He also 

agreed to put ESCs on the neighbor’s property.  Mr. Chaffee said the machine will have 

tracks, not rubber tires.  He said the steel plate will be brought in by an excavator.  The 

dump truck will come across the plate also.  The excavator will put the dirt in the truck.  

Mr. Gobi said there will be no stock piling.   

 

The Commission agreed that the owners of 22 Laurel Lane must file a Request for 

Determination.    

 

Special Conditions:  

 The RDA for 22 Laurel Lane must be approved. 

 Any damage caused to the Bank by the berm installation or use of 

metal plates and heavy equipment must be remediated by October 

31, 2014. 

 

 At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to August 13, 2014.         

 

7:40 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Phyllis Schoof   

Property:  115 Charlton Road, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0832   
At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to August 13, 2014. 

 

Other Business: 

 

82 Chickering Road:  Ms. Washburn said she was driving to another site on Stiles 

Reservoir and noticed work being done on this property.  She stopped to speak with Barry 

Grenier, the contractor, and Mr. Ray Chapin, property owner.  Mr. Chapin had an older 

Order of Conditions but the work that is being done was not covered in that older Order.  
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Ms. Washburn said Mr. Chapin agreed immediately to install erosion controls.  Mr. 

Chapin also came into Town Hall and filed a Request for Determination.  The meeting 

date for this is August 13
th

.   

 

Mr. Grenier said if there is a problem with the drain he had installed he will remove it.  

Ms. McLaughlin asked how close the fence is to the reservoir.  Mr. Grenier said it’s 

approximately 20 feet from the reservoir.  Ms. McLaughlin told Mr. Grenier to put the 

distances on the sketch.  Mr. Chapin said he would like to install the gate so kids can’t get 

out and he wants to keep people out.  The posts are in the ground already.  Ms. Washburn 

gave Mr. Chapin permission to hang the gate.       

 

The Commission will do a site visit on Wednesday, July 30
th

 at 5 p.m.   

 

77 Northwest Road:  Ms. Washburn said she issued a Notice of Violation for work being 

done near a stream.  Mr. Brunelle said the town cut down a tree and power was lost when 

the tree fell.  Mr. Brunelle said there used to be pipes under his driveway.  He applied for 

a curb cut (driveway permit) a few years ago.  He said that when the town re-did the road 

they pulled the pipes from under the driveway.  The water accumulates near the road 

now.  Mr. Brunelle said he’s been planting shrubs.  The Commission will do a site visit 

on Wednesday, July 30
th

 at 1:15 p.m.   

 

4 Kittredge Road:  Ms. Washburn said a complaint was received regarding unregistered 

cars and businesses being conducted on this property.  The Commission will do a site 

visit on July 30
th

.   

 

115 Wilson Street:  Ms. Washburn said she inspected on July 23
rd

 with men from J. 

Bates and with Charlie Barbanti, from Borego Solar.  She said in general, vegetation is 

improving the stabilization.  The ESCs need to be replaced at the existing crossing.  Ms. 

Washburn inspected all the areas with issues and J. Bates agreed to write a proposal to 

address the issues.  They are hoping that by fall a final Certificate of Compliance 

inspection can be conducted with Commission members present.   

 

22 Treadwell Drive:  Ms. Washburn said that Brett Chapman has contacted Michelle 

Buck saying they want to start work soon.  Ms. Washburn sent him a few pages of pre-

construction and erosion control conditions from the Order of Conditions to refresh his 

memory as to what needs to transpire before work can commence.   

 

22 Podunk Pike:  Ms. Washburn said she inspected with Art Allen on July 22nd.  Mr. 

Allen is concerned that the wet basin is installed so deep in the ground that it may be 

intercepting groundwater and taking water from the vernal pool.  It is at the elevation 

shown on the plans.  Mr. Allen said we could have a wetland scientist review plans on 

certain projects, in addition to a Stormwater reviewer.  

 

Ms. Washburn said sand appears to have washed into the infiltration unit under the new 

Phase 1A parking lot.  Sand is washing out from drainage under the stone retaining wall 

to be deposited at the ESCs upslope of the wetland bordering on the vernal pool.  The 
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contractor has been told to inspect the infiltration unit.  The new basin on the south side 

of the RR tracks is 100% complete.  All work is now north of the RR tracks, except for 

installing the ties and rails in the RR expansion area. 

 

25 Thompson Pond Road:  Ms. Washburn said she inspected on July 22nd.  The anti-

tracking pad is only half the length shown on the plan, and extends across only a portion 

of the driveway, so trucks are exiting without driving over it.  There was a lot of dirt in 

the road.  No one in charge was present, but a laborer told Ms. Washburn they sweep the 

road every night.  There is a plastic drain outlet about 10 feet from WF8.  The drain was 

not on the plans.  There is no sump around the well.  The well tailings are up to the top of 

the hay bales.  The Commission told Ms. Washburn to issue a Notice of Violation to Mr. 

Laflash.   

 

New Applications: 13 Lake Avenue, NOI 

   82 Chickering Road, RDA 

   33 Wilson Avenue, NOI 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. (Snow/Reed) passed 6/0.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted by:        

 

 

_____________________    
Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk      

Development & Inspectional Services  
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Documents reviewed at the 7/23/14 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting: 

 

Agenda for the 7/23/14 meeting 

 

Minutes from the 7/9/14 Conservation Commission meeting (approved as amended) 

 

Margaret’s report dated 7/23/14  

 

Letter dated 7/10/14 from Lycott Environmental re: treatment of Lake Whittemore 

 

Affidavit from Lycott Environmental dated 7/21/14 re: treatment of Lake Whittemore 

 

Photographs taken by Margaret Washburn on 7/22/14 at 25 Thompson Pond Road  

 

Certificate of Compliance for 25 G. H. Wilson Road (signed) 

 

Enforcement Order for right-of-way work off Jolicoeur Avenue for James Gardner 

(ratified) 

 

NOV for unauthorized fill for Clark Road (R14-33-1) FOR William and Lois Klansek 

 

OofC for Clark Road (R14-33), Glenn Snay (signed) 

 

Complaint and GIS map for 4 Kittredge Road 

 

NOV, photographs and GIS maps for 77 Northwest Road 

 

Continuance form for 115 Charlton Road NOI (signed) 

 

Continuance form for 20 Laurel Lane NOI (signed) 

 

Continuance form for Brooks Pond Dam repair NOI (signed) 

   


