Conservation Commission — Town of Spencer
Minutes

Conservation Commission Meeting
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 at 7:00 PM
Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall

The Meeting was opened at 7 p.m.

Commissioners Present: Ernie Grimes, Mary McLaughlin, Warren Snow, Dana Reed,
Margaret Emerson

Commissioners Absent: Ram Moennsad
Staff present: Margaret Washburn

Signed: Woodbine Terrace, Order of Conditions
Thompson Pond Extension Act Letter
4 Jolicoeur Avenue, Re-sign Order of Conditions — A motion to re-issue
the Order of Conditions (Snow/McLaughlin) passed 5/0.
86 Cranberry Meadow Road, Extension — A motion to for an Extension
(McLaughlin/Reed) passed 5/0.

Minutes Approved: March 27, 2013 — A motion to approve as amended
(McLaughlin/Emerson) passed 4/0. Mr. Snow abstained.
April 10, 2013 — Minutes tabled to May 8, 2013.

7:23 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Peter
Millette

Property: 21 Ethier Drive, Spencer, MA DEP#293-0789

Mark Farrell explained the revised plan. The following items are shown on the plan:
hydraulic booms, the horseshoe pit, a 20x14 covered picnic area, a two foot wide patio
block pathway, a deck to the front door, and an eight-by-eight deck off the back door.
There will be six (6) six-by-six posts that will be set on sonotubes for the covered picnic
area. Building permits will be pulled for the decks and the covered picnic area. Mr.
Millette said beach sand will be put behind the versa-lock wall. Loam and seed will be
put down along the shore. Mr. Farrell said the manhole pump station will be filled with
water if it is necessary to install it. Mr. Grimes said there is no need to wait for the
drawdown to install the septic. Mr. Grimes said they can’t pump water out of the trench.
There is no place to put the water. Mr. Grimes said they are not to damage any vegetation
along the shore. Ms. Washburn asked Mr. Farrell to change the word “wetland” to
“bank” on the plan. Mr. Farrell will make the changes and send in three new copies.

Conservation Commission Minutes Page 1 of 5
April 24, 2013



A motion to close the public hearing (Reed/Snow) passed 5/0.
A motion to accept plan as submitted (Snow/Reed) passed 5/0, Order of Conditions to be
issued.

7:45 p.m. Opened the Public Meeting for Request for Determination of Applicability
for Thomas Runyon

Property: 76 Chickering Road, Spencer, MA

Mr. Runyon is looking to install a patio in the back yard with two walk-ways; one to a set
of existing steps and one towards the dock. Mr. Runyon said he gets a lot of water runoff
around the back of the house. He said he will put a concrete apron between the lower
wall and the foundation to keep the water from running into the foundation. Ms.
Washburn said she inspected on Monday and took photos. Mr. Runyon drew hay bales, a
boom, and a fire pit on the plan. Mr. Runyon will make a rock dispersion pad with 3” rip
rap. Some loam will be stockpiled between the house and the garage with a row of hay
bales between the house and the garage.

A motion to close the public meeting (Snow/Emerson) passed 5/0.
A motion for a Negative Determination (Snow/Reed) passed 5/0.

Other Business:

37 GH Wilson Road: Ms. Washburn said she received an anonymous complaint about
digging near the mailbox. Ms. Washburn inspected and saw recently deposited fill near a
BVW across the road near the mailbox for #37. The fill is not clean fill. It contains
debris, including pieces of carpet. There are no ESCs and the fill is very close to the
BVW. Ms. Washburn also said a big pine was cut on the Aucoin property within 100 feet
of the Bank of the stream that flows under GH Wilson Road from the BVW described
above. Ms. Washburn issued a NOV on 4/23/13, instructing Mr. Aucoin to file an RDA
and to attend tonight’s meeting. Mr. Aucoin said he was not putting material in the
BVW, he was removing material. He said there is a rock apron on the upper side. Every
winter when the town plows, there is material scraped up and put in front of his driveway.
When he plows the driveway out, the material gets pushed across the street. In the spring
he removes that material and that is what he was doing. He has been doing this for 26
years. Mr. Grimes called this general maintenance. Ms. Washburn asked about the pine
tree. Mr. Aucoin said he is guilty of cutting the tree. It was damaged from the snow
storm this past year and he was afraid it would fall into the driveway. He will not cut
anymore trees. Ms. Washburn told Mr. Aucoin if he wants to cut trees in the future, just
get a permit.

59 Oakland Drive: Ms. Washburn informed Ms. McLaughlin that Antanavica
Construction is bringing in more mulch. Ms. McLaughlin said he did.
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10 Northwest Road: Ms. Washburn said Mr. Lapierre called to complain about manure
in his stream on 4/16. Ms. Washburn inspected and took photos. There was a strong
smell of manure. The stream water was turbid (cloudy) and very foamy. Mr. Lapierre
said the manure has been a problem for 10 days. He said he believes that Jordan’s dairy
farm is to blame. He said they spread liquid cow manure on crop land. Ms. Washburn
said she drove up Northwest Road but did not see manure in fields from the road. She
alerted Steve Tyler to the situation because the unnamed intermittent stream flows into
the Seven Mile River, which is in the Wellhead Protection Area. Mr. Tyler has said that
he does not feel that water testing at this site is within his jurisdiction. Ms. Washburn
called Dan Lenthall at Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to ask about Best
Management Practices (BMPs). He said Jordan’s Farm had a contract with USDA
previously but declined Ms. Washburn’s request to send someone out to see if BMPs
were being implemented. Mr. Lenthall said the smell of manure in the air did not
necessarily translate to manure in the water.

183 and 175 Paxton Road: Ms. Washburn met with both gentlemen and reviewed the
placement of galvanized pipes along the length of the wetlands. The pipes were placed
outside the obligate wetland vegetation that Ms. Washburn observed outside the wetland
flags. They purchased permanent wetland marker signs to screw to the posts. On
4/24/13, Mr. Masterson called to say he has filed his Order of Conditions at the Registry
of Deeds and will put up his DEP sign soon.

115 Wilson Street: Ms. Washburn inspected with Tom Liddy on 4/16. Lots of trash was
blowing around the site and the dumpster was full. A fuel storage container was
observed, although the Order of Conditions allowed no re-fueling onsite. Ms. Washburn
said she e-mailed Charlie Barbanti of Borrego to alert him to these problems. On 4/17,
she inspected the site again with Carl Wilson at his request. Mr. Wilson is concerned
about all the standing water that never used to be there. Ms. Washburn told him most of
it was caused by soil compaction due to heavy equipment. Ms. Washburn and Mr.
Wilson discussed the required restoration of the existing crossing and the placement of
permanent wetland markers. Mr. Wilson expressed frustration with the way Charlie
Barbanti has responded to his requests for stabilizing the property.

Ms. Washburn said on 4/17, she observed that a steam roller had passed through the
wetland crossing that the Conservation Commission had closed to vehicular traffic. Pete
Pender of J. Bates agreed to block off both ends of the crossing entirely with stones all the
way across the road. Ms. Washburn said Charlie Barbanti asked the day before in an
email if they could use the crossing again. Rain was predicted for the following weekend,
Ms. Washburn had said no to re-opening this wetland crossing partly in response to
concerns Carl Wilson expressed on 4/17 regarding silt entering his pond.

116 Ash Street: Ms. Washburn said that Ms. Seymour, homeowner, called to ask for an
inspection. Ms. Washburn met with her and her father. They would like to fill in an
isolated wetland that is jurisdictional under the Spencer Wetland Protection Bylaw.
Glenn Krevosky had delineated the wetland in 2004 for the septic plan. Ms. Washburn
discussed filing a NOI and a location where they could replicate filled wetlands. Ms.
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Seymour wishes to avoid unnecessary expense. She would like to install an above-
ground pool. Ms. Seymour indicated that she was considering installing the pool very
close to the isolated wetland in a shaded area that is existing lawn. Ms. Washburn said
that Ms. Seymour asked if she could cut trees in the wetland. Ms. Washburn suggested
putting the pool in another sunnier location near the north side of the existing house. This
area has brush, but no large trees. Ms. Seymour seemed willing to consider this location.
Ms. Washburn offered to help her fill out the RDA application. Ms. Washburn took one
photograph. Ms. Seymour said she will call to get on the agenda to ask the Commission
for permission to fill in the isolated wetland.

Ms. Washburn contacted Malcolm Speicher about this site since he was on the
Commission when the Order of Conditions was issued. Mr. Speicher stated on 4/24/13
that from driving by, it appears that the Seymour’s have filled in much of the replication
area since they received their Certificate of Compliance. According to the septic plan,
1,750 sf of wetlands were to be filled, while 1,775 sf of wetlands were to be replaced.
From Ms. Washburn’s observation on 4/23/13, the wetlands on the property do not appear
to be the same shape/size as the plan indicated they would be after replication was
complete.

Malcolm Speicher/Carl Westerman: Ms. Washburn said that Mr. Speicher stated on
4/24/13 that they have received permits from USFWS to build a pen in the pond on Mr.
Westerman’s property to hold snapping turtles. Mr. Speicher called it a “turtle farm”.
Turtles will be held here until enough have been collected to sell all at once. Mr.
Speicher stated that no permits from Conservation are required.

Site Visits: The Commission will do site visits on Monday, April 29™ at 10 a.m. and
Tuesday, April 30" at 6 p.m.

New Applications: 47 Oakland Dr., RDA
39 Lakeshore Dr., RDA
11 Lake Whittemore Dr., NOI

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. (McLaughlin/Snow) passed 5/0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk
Development & Inspectional Services
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Documents reviewed at the 4/24/13 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting:
Agenda for the 4/24/13 meeting

Margaret’s report dated 4/24/13

Minutes from the 3/27/13 meeting of the Spencer Conservation Commission

Revised site plan for 21 Ethier Drive submitted by Green Hill Engineering on 4/24/13
RDA file for 76 Chickering Road, including Negative determination (signed)

NOV dated 4/22/13 issued to 37 GH Wilson Road

Photographs taken by Margaret Washburn at 37 GH Wilson Road on 4/22/13

Order of Conditions for Woodbine Terrace (Sara Petrozzi) (signed)

Memorandum re: legislative extension expiration date for Order of Conditions for
Thompson Pond aquatic plant management (DEP file # 293-0742)

Extension permit for Order of Conditions for 86 Cranberry Meadow Road, DEP file #
293-0695 (Philip Stoddard) (signed)

Order of Conditions for 4 Jolicoeur Avenue, DEP file # 293-0696 (Philip Stoddard) (re-
signed)

Field file for 6 Northwest Road (Pat Berard)

Field file for 116 Ash Street

Spencer Town News dated Spring 2013

Conservation Commission Minutes Page 5 of 5
April 24, 2013



