
The Fire Department’s 1998 Engine 2 is currently out of service due to major 
repairs needed to the vehicle that will exceed $60,000.00. This vehicle was 
purchased new in 1998 as a replacement for a 1976 Maxim engine that was out of 
service due to the vehicle’s engine failing at a barn fire in 1996.  At the first 
opportunity to obtain a replacement, after having gone without an Engine 2 for two 
years due to budget constraints within the community, a Freightliner Emergency 
One Fire Engine was purchased for $172,000.00. This was to be a stop gap 
measure for 5-7 years until the proper engine could be purchased. Yet in 2014, that 
same vehicle was still being used as a front line vehicle, again due to budget 
constraints, and is draining the maintenance budget annually in repair costs.  In its 
current condition, the engine’s pump has failed, the frame rails of the vehicle need 
major repair, front end work is needed and the front tires and rear brakes need to be 
replaced. The estimate to perform this work is in excess of $60,000.00 and has 
been noted to not be a wise investment in a vehicle that continuously breaks down.  
On September 24, 2014 Chief Parsons and Deputy Chief Locke advised the Board 
of Selectmen of the dilemma facing the Fire Department and Town and requested 
direction. It was agreed upon to not repair the vehicle and seek out a replacement 
vehicle.  This would most likely be a demonstrator vehicle as this could be 
purchased and in service within 60 days of contract signing. The Town 
Administrator was directed to figure out how to purchase the vehicle at the 
upcoming Fall Town Meeting in November 2014.  

 

 

Current Engine 2, 1998 Freightliner Emergency One 

 

 



1998 Freightliner, Emergency One, Engine 2’s frame rails.  

 Should look like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Not like this. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
One Vehicle Being Considered:  2014 Smeal Fire Engine Demonstrator 

 

On Thursday October 9, 2014 this vehicle was at the Spencer Fire 
Station for the members and Board of Selectmen to view as a possible 
replacement vehicle. While this vehicle was already sold, Smeal has 
manufactured five of the same vehicles and an engine, located at a dealer 
in Michigan, is available for us to purchase.  This engine would be 
brought back to the factory in Nebraska for some modifications to meet 
our specific needs. If approved for purchase, the vehicle would be 
brought to Nebraska and would be delivered to us within 60 days. The 
cost of the vehicle would be in the neighborhood of $450,000.00.  
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