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Conservation Commission – Town of Spencer 
 

                   Minutes    
 

 Conservation Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, January 23, 2013 at 7:00 PM 

Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall 
 

               
 
The Meeting was opened at 7 p.m. 

 
Commissioners Present:   Ernie Grimes, Mary McLaughlin, Warren Snow, Dana Reed, 
Margaret Emerson 
 
Commissioners Absent:   Ram Moennsad 
 
Staff present:  Margaret Washburn  
 
Minutes Approved: December 12, 2012 – A motion to approve the minutes as 

amended (Snow/McLaughlin) passed 5/0. 
January 9, 2013 – A motion to approve the minutes as 
amended (Snow/McLaughlin) passed 5/0. 

 
Signed: 7 Debbie Drive, Order of Conditions 
  22 Phillip A. Quinn Memorial Highway, Order of Conditions 

22 Gauthier Road, Certificate of Compliance – The Commission did a site 
visit along with Mark Farrell.  Mr. Grimes said he feels the vegetation that 
has grown there is sufficient.  A motion to issue a Certificate of 
Compliance (Snow/Emerson) passed 5/0.     

  
7:16 p.m. Opened the Continuation of Public Meeting for Request for Determination 
of Applicability for Jack and Nancy Paquette   
Property:  129 Wilson Avenue, Spencer, MA   
Ms. Washburn said that Mr. Thompson had claimed to have brought in a revised plan but 
no one in the office remembered receiving one and there was no revised plan in the 
folder.  Ms. Washburn told Mr. Thompson to come to the hearing and initial the plan and 
cross out the word “intermittent” stream and write in the word “perennial” stream.  Ms. 
Paquette made the changes to the plan and initialed it.  Ms. Paquette said the erosion 
controls have been installed.  Ms. Washburn asked Ms. Paquette to call her for inspection 
one week prior to work starting.     
 
The proposed conditions are as follows: 

• Follow the plan 
• Call for an inspection one week prior to work starting 
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A motion to close the public meeting (Reed/McLaughlin) passed 5/0. 
A motion for a Negative Determination with conditions as discussed (Snow/Reed) passed 
5/0. 
 
7:24 p.m. Opened the Public Meeting for Request for Determination of Applicability 
for James Laliberte   
Property:  195 Charlton Road, Spencer, MA   
Mr. Mike Bartlett and Mr. Ross Hubacz were present to describe the project.  Mr. Hubacz 
said the project is to construct a riding arena.  The site will be vegetated with grass.  
There is a pre-existing access road leading to the area.  They are looking to add a base of 
six inches of stone for the road leading to the access for the stand.  A vegetated swale will 
be put in to comply with the Stormwater Bylaw.  Mr. Hubacz submitted a drawing 
showing the swale details.  Mr. Hubacz said the wetlands have been delineated.  A 
building permit has been issued for the work that will be taking place around the existing 
barn.   
 
Ms. Washburn said she met with the Lalibertes last night.  She went over the changes that 
need to be made to the plan.  They are as follows:   

• The existing plan does not show the stump pile 
• The RDA needs to include title and dates of plans 
• Any work done in the buffer zone and shown on the plan, must be part of the 
     RDA 
• The silt fence around the manure stockpile needs to be changed to show a berm on 

the downhill side 
• A narrative of work needs to be added to the RDA clarifying size of stone and 

depth of the tracking pad 
•  The RDA needs to be re-worded stating the culvert was already replaced with 

Conservation Commission permission 
• The number of inches of additional stone that will be put on top of the culvert 

needs to be specified  
• If necessary, mention how the slopes of the tailings will be stabilized 
• Provide clarification of the size and depth of the swale 
• The 7 sheds need to be shown on the proposed conditions plan.  Ms. Washburn 

would like some language saying where the sheds will be and if they will be in the 
buffer 

• If the Laliberte’s want to build sheds in the buffer between the wetland and the 
barn, they must indicate it with cross-hatching and label the area on the proposed 
plan where they want to build these sheds 

• When rocks are pulled out, show where they will be placed 
• Brush cutting must be shown on the plan 
• Three sheds are shown in the buffer zone near the existing barn.  If they are 

proposed to be moved outside the buffer, they should not be shown on the 
proposed conditions plan. 
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Mr. Steve Tyler said he wanted more details on the swale.  He wants to know how much 
volume the swale will hold.  Mr. Hubacz said it is hard to say because the swale is on a 
slope and not designed to retain water or slow down the flow rates.  Mr. Tyler said the 
swale is big enough.  Ms. Washburn said the soil borings are underneath the wetland 
flags.  Ms. Washburn asked Mr. Laliberte where the stones would be dumped after they 
were removed from the pasture.  Mr. Laliberte said they would put the stones on the slope 
southeast of the new pastures.  Ms. Washburn had a question as to whether the stump 
piles are big enough.  Mr. Tyler doesn’t have a good recollection of how big they were.  
Mr. Hubacz said they will be kept outside the buffer zone.  Ms. Washburn asked Mr. 
Tyler if the stumps can be burned or buried.  Mr. Tyler said to discuss that with the Fire 
Chief.  Ms. Washburn stated that the stumps could be dumped in the same area as the 
rocks, to get them out of the pastures.   
 
Ms. Washburn said the Lalibertes want to possibly have beef cows between the area of 
the swale and the BVW.  Ms. Washburn said she told them they could but they have to 
show where the fences will be put up.  Mr. Grimes doesn’t have any issues with that.  He 
said the area where the cows will be must be shown on the plan.           
      
Mr. Grimes asked which areas that were cut are going to be allowed to re-grow.  Mr. 
Hubacz said all of stand two.  Ms. Washburn asked Mr. Hubacz if stand one was going to 
be allowed to re-grow.  Mr. Hubacz said that all but the area shown on the site sketch was 
going to be allowed to re-grow.  Mr. Snow asked what the status is with NPDES.  Mr. 
Laliberte will contact the proper people and will have the information for the next 
meeting.  Mr. Laliberte asked if the assessor will hold off on 61A sign off until the Order 
of Conditions is issued.  Ms. Washburn said yes.  She will sign off once the Order is 
issued.  The Commission will do a site walk on Sunday, February 10th at 8 a.m.  At the 
request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to February 27, 2013.        
 
8:16 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Peter Zukas   
Property:  89 Smithville Road, Spencer, MA  DEP#293-0788   
Jason Dubois, from Bertin Engineering, said a survey was done on the property after the 
wetlands were delineated.  Mr. Dubois explained the plan to the Commission.  A few new 
areas will be created outside of the flood line for existing gravel.  Test pits were done in 
the previously excavated area and in areas proposed for new excavation.  There is an 
earthen berm that will catch any water.  Eighty five hundred cubic feet of fill was within 
the flood line.  The flood plain will be brought back to its original state.  They will 
maintain mowing as needed.  NHESP has not responded as of yet.  Mr. Dubois expects 
their response soon.  Steve Tyler said he reviewed the plan.  He believes the plan is 
adequate.  Ms. Washburn said Mr. Dubois must fill out the storm water application 
checklist.  Mr. Dubois said the bordering land subject to flooding has been staked with 
the elevations shown on the stakes.  The Commission will do a site visit on February 10th 
at 9 a.m.  At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to February 13, 
2013.   
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Other Business: 
 
131 Greenville Street:  Mr. Tyler Maikath, from GWLT, said he has filled out the storm 
water application checklist.  Mr. Maikath said there were fields that were mowed in the 
fall.  As part of the restoration, they are tackling invasive species that have grown.  While 
the ground is frozen, they would like to have a logging company come in and log along 
both sides of the stone walls.  The earth will not be disturbed and the trees will not be 
stumped.  Mr. Maikath said the logger will chip everything and haul it all off site.  Mr. 
Maikath said as soon as they can get a logger out to the site, they would like to start work.  
Mr. Maikath said that the wooded area to be clearcut is more than 100 feet from any 
wetland resource area.   
 
New Applications: 49 Cranberry Meadow Road, RDA 

 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m. (Snow/McLaughlin) passed 5/0.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:        
 
 
_____________________    
Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk      
Development & Inspectional Services    
 
Documents reviewed at the 1/23/13 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting: 
Agenda for the 1/23/13 meeting 
Margaret’s report dated 1/23/13 
Minutes from the 12/12/12 and 1/9/13 CC meetings  
Order of Conditions for 7 Debbie Drive (signed) 
Order of Conditions for 22 Phillip A. Quinn Memorial Highway (Diversified Automotive, 
signed) 
Certificate of Compliance for 22 Gauthier Road (signed)  
RDA plan for 109 Wilson Avenue 
RDA file for 195 Charlton Road 
NOI file for 89 Smithville Road 
Photographs and site inspection report for 22 Longview Drive, dated 1/23/13 
Photographs from site inspection at 131 Greenville Street, dated 1/2/13  
Map of Sibley Farm and Burncoat Pond Trails and Spencer Stormwater Permit 
Application Checklist for 131 Greenville Street, submitted by Tyler Maikath of Greater 
Worcester Land Trust 
Notice of Responsibility letter from MA DEP, dated 1/9/13, re: Mercury Wire Products, 1 
Mercury Drive, Release Notification Form submitted 
Copy of Article 17 - Spencer Right-to Farm Bylaw posted 1/14/13 
 


